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UNIVESITY HOSPITALS OF DERBY & BURTON NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
DRUG MONOGRAPH FOR USE ON ADULT INTENSIVE CARE UNITS 

 

Benzylpenicillin 

Indication 

Endocarditis. 
 
Prophylaxis in splenectomy where enteral routes are not 
available and the patient is on no other antibiotic cover. 
 

  Empirical treatment of Pneumococcal Pneumonia  
 
See ICU antibiotic guidelines. 

Dose 

Endocarditis: 1200mg - 2400mg every four hours 
 
Splenectomy: 1200mg BD 
 
Other infections: 600mg - 2400mg QDS 

Preparation 

For Bolus Administration: 
1. Reconstitute a 600mg vial with 6ml or 1200mg vial 
with 12ml water for injections 
2. Draw up the required dose into a syringe 
If an infusion is needed: 
1. Remove the equivalent volume of sodium chloride 
0.9% from a 100ml bag 
2. Add benzylpenicillin to sodium chloride bag 

Administration 

Benzylpenicillin may be administered via a peripheral or 
central line. 
 
Bolus doses must be given as slow bolus due to the risk 
of cerebral irritation. 
 
Doses of 1200mg and over must be given by infusion 
over 30minutes. 

Shelf-life 24 Hours in a refrigerator 

Common 
Compatibility 

Issues 
Generally given via bolus injection so not applicable 

Additional 
information 

If given by infusion the drug has a high sodium content 
(22mmol per dose) so monitor sodium levels. 
 
Doses should be reduced in renal dysfunction. 
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