
Surgical Referral Pathway

Patient attends the emergency 
department with a surgical problem

Does the patient have a letter from 
their GP?

Yes – arrange for 
patient to go to SAU 
unless they require 

resus.

No – Patient should be assessed in the 
ED

Does the patient require surgical input 
or admission

Yes – Phone the surgical registrar on

07385343651

No answer – contact via the theatre 
co-ordinator (#6235)

Or the surgical consultant via switch

Admit to SAU

Review the patient 
within 60 minutes

Investigations on 
route to SAU

Surgical team discharge 
patient

Surgical team admit 
patient Surgical team organise investigations 

and onward disposal within 60 minutes 
of surgical assessment starting 

Any issues should be dealt with by consultant to consultant discussion
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