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UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS OF DERBY & BURTON NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
DRUG MONOGRAPH FOR USE ON ADULT INTENSIVE CARE UNITS 

Amiodarone 

 

Indication 
Broad-spectrum anti-arrhythmic. 
Used in AF, VF, VT and paroxysmal SVT. 

Dose 

Loading Dose 
5mg/kg (300mg used for most patients) over 60minutes 
 
Maintenance Dose 
Up to 15mg/kg per day (usually 300-1200mg) 
See Network Guideline for detailed dosing information 

Preparation 

Central Administration 
Amiodarone should be prepared in accordance with the 
Mid-Trent Critical Care Network Amiodarone Guideline 
 
Peripheral Administration 

1. Remove 24ml from a 1000ml bag of glucose 5% 
2. Draw up 24ml (1200mg) of amiodarone into a 
syringe using a filter needle 
3. Add amiodarone to glucose bag using new needle 

Administration 

Central Administration 
Use the Amiodarone program on the Syramed SP6000 
syringe pump 
 
Peripheral Administration 
Use the Amiodarone program on the Volumed VP7000 
volumetric pump.  Loading Dose is set in the program. 

Shelf-life 24hours at Room Temperature 

Common 
Compatibility 

Issues 
Amiodarone should be infused via a dedicated lumen 

Additional 
information 

The peripheral preparation schedule is not licensed but 
accepted as safe practice in Derby 
 
Amiodarone is irritant to veins and therefore should 
be administered via a central vein where possible.  If 
not, peripheral administration should be via a large vein, 
such as antecubital fossa. 
 
Amiodarone has many interactions, check BNF Online 
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Documentation Controls 

Development of Guideline: Pharmacist – Critical Care & Theatres 

Consultation with: Pharmacy Department 

Approved By: ICU Sister’s Meeting: June 2023 
 
ICU Risk & Quality Meeting: August 
2023 
 
Surgical Division 

Review Date: June 2025 

Key contact: Pharmacist – Critical Care & Theatres 
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