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Post-Operative Epidural Analgesia- Summary Clinical Guideline Derby Only 
 

Reference No: PA EP02 

PAEDIATRIC EPIDURAL ALGORITHM      PA EP 02 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REDUCE INFUSION 
BY  
0.05mg/kg/hr 
(x2 only) 

SCORE THE PAIN – TEST THE LEVEL OF THE BLOCK 

PAIN SCORE 0 

 
PAIN SCORE 1 OR 2 OR 
BLOCK BELOW MARK 

PAIN SCORE 3 

CHECK BLOCK -           
IF ABOVE MARK 

SEDATION SCORE 0 - 1 
CHECK BLOCK  

IF UNILATERAL OR  
BLOCK  BELOW 

MARK 
  

RE-ASSESS 
PAIN SCORE 
AND LEVEL 
OF BLOCK 

IN ONE HOUR 

RESPIRATORY RATE 
     ► 10 (aged 10 +) 

► 15 (aged 5 – 10) 

WHO MAY EITHER 
- GIVE BOLUS  
- WITHDRAW CATHETER  
- CONSIDER RE-SITING  
  CATHETER 

RE-ASSESS PAIN SCORE 
AND LEVEL OF BLOCK IN 

1 HOUR  

INCREASE 
INFUSION BY 0.1 
ml/kg/hr (x1 only) 

CONTACT 
ANAESTHETIST 
OR ON CALL ED1 

RE-ASSESS 
PAIN SCORE 
AND LEVEL 

OF BLOCK IN 
ONE HOUR 

PAIN SCORE 0 
PAIN SCORE 1 OR 2 CONTACT 

ANAESTHETIST 
WHO MAY 

- GIVE BOLUS 
- CONSIDER CO-ADJUVANT THERAPY  
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