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DOBUTAMINE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Indication To increase cardiac output in shock states 

Dose 

2.5-10microgram/kg/minute 

(Dose range 0.5–40 micrograms/kg/minute has been used) 

Start at an initial rate of 2.5microgram/kg/min and increase in 
2.5microgram/kg/minute increments. Allow 5 minutes following 
dose adjustments. 

Preparation 

Each 50ml vial contains 250mg dobutamine (5mg/ml)  
 
For peripheral use: 500mg in 250mls 

  2 milligrams per ml: max concentration peripherally 
 

• Withdraw 100mls fluid from a 250ml bag of 0.9% sodium 
chloride or 5% glucose. 

• Draw up 100mls of dobutamine (250mg in 50mls) and add 
to bag. 

• Label bag with contents, date of preparation and initials of 
staff preparing and checking infusion. 

 
FOR CENTRAL USE ONLY:  
Draw up  250mg (50ml) of Dobutamine into a 50ml syringe 
 

Administration 

Standard strength solutions may be given via peripheral or 
central line using the Baxter pump. 
 
High Strength solutions must only be infused via a central 
line. 
When stopping infusion, reduce the rate gradually.  

 

Shelf-life 24 hours at room temperature 

Additional 
information 

Contact the ward or oncall Pharmacist if unsure of the 
calculations 
 
Glucose 5% can be used as a diluent if hypernatraemia is a 
problem 
 
Tachycardia is the most common adverse reaction 
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