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Amiodarone Infusion 
 

 
 

Indication 
Broad-spectrum anti-arrhythmic. Used in AF, VF, VT and 
paroxysmal SVT. 

Dose 

Non-arrest cardioversion: 
300mg loading infusion, followed by maintenance infusion 
of 900mg over 23-24hr. 
 
Maintenance IV doses of maximum 1.2g in 24 hours can 
be given, preferably via a central line 

Preparation 

For administration through peripheral vein or central line 
IV Loading Dose 
1. Draw up 300mg of amiodarone (50mg/ml) using a filter 
needle 
2. Add to 250ml glucose 5% and mix well 
3. Infuse over 60mins 
Maintenance infusion  
1. Draw up 900mg of amiodarone (50mg/ml) using a filter 
needle 
2. Add to 500ml glucose 5% and mix well 
3. Infuse over 23-24 hours 
 

Administration 

Amiodarone can cause thrombophlebitis if infused for 
prolonged periods into a peripheral vein. A large peripheral 
vein (e.g. antecubital fossa) should be used where no 
central access is possible. Infuse via a Baxter pump. 
Switch to oral route as soon as available.  

Shelf-life 24hours at room temperature 

Common 
Compatibility 

Issues 

Amiodarone is incompatible with sodium chloride 0.9% 
and is generally infused using a dedicated lumen for the 
duration of the infusion. Use of sodium chloride 0.9% for 
flushing doses is acceptable. 

Additional 
information 

A patient can be considered to have been loaded with 
amiodarone when they have received a cumulative dose 
of 7-10g of amiodarone (either IV or enterally) and then 
the dose needs to be decreased to 200mg OD enterally. 
 
Amiodarone has multiple severe interactions with 
medications. Please check and adjust other medication 
doses with long term treatment. 
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