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1. Introduction 

The Medicines Code is designed to ensure the safe, secure and cost-effective 
use of medicines at every stage of the medicines use process (procurement, 
storage, prescribing, preparation, dispensing, administration and disposal of 
medicines). 

The Medicines Code provides the overarching policy for the use of medicines 
in the Trust. It outlines the legislative and best practice requirements for 
medicines management and applies to all healthcare disciplines providing 
care to patients regardless of location (i.e. within the Trust itself, community or 
domiciliary settings). The Medicines Code is overseen by the Medicines 
Safety Group, a sub group of the Trust Drugs and Therapeutics Group. 

Further information and resources are available on the Trust Medicines 
Intranet at http://flo/depts/division-of-integrated-care/pharmacy-therapies-
business-unit/pharmacy-medicines/ 

 

2. Purpose 

The aim of this policy and procedure is to define statutory and best practice 
standards and procedures, and to ensure that these are consistently met, in 
order to safeguard patient care.  

The Medicines Code is presented as a series of chapters covering all aspects 
of the medicines use process and applies to all medical, nursing, pharmacy 
and allied health professions involved in medicines management activities. It 
applies to all staff employed by the Derby Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust (DTHFT), those contracted to work on a sessional basis and 
those employed by other organisations providing a healthcare service for 
DTHFT. 

There is a core electronic Prescribing and Medicine Administration (ePMA) 
system in widespread use across the Trust. Paper based prescribing systems 
remain important as some specialist areas use different prescriptions (e.g. 
Intensive care, maternity) and the contingency for ePMA downtime is also 
paper-based. Hence the Medicines Code has been written to reflect best 
practice in both electronic and paper based prescribing systems. 

Whilst The Medicines Code is the overarching policy for the use of medicines 
in the Trust, local procedures may be required for specific services. Where 
these procedures are known they have been referenced within the Code. 

 

 


