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Triage Children's Emergency Department -  

Summary Clinical Guideline Derby Only 
 

Reference No: CH CLIN C58 

 

Every Child that attends Children’s Accident and Emergency should be assessed by a 

clinical professional within 15 minutes of arriving into the department (RCPH,2012) and           

should take no more than 5 minutes to complete. 

 

There are 5 categories (numbered 1-5) which indicate the priority and speed in which a 

patient should be seen. 

Category 1 – Immediate review within 10 minutes – these patients should be seen in Resus ,  

Category 2 – Very Urgent review within 20 minutes – Consider Resus if necessary  

Category 3 – Urgent review within 1 hour 

Category 4 – Standard review within 2 hours 

Category 5 – Non-Urgent review within 3 hours (Consider streaming to GP service) 

 

Tools used for triage 

 

Triage tool – this was developed from the RCEM standards and identifies the 

categories that patients should be triaged in depending on their presentation. 

Streaming Tool – SOP developed to enable nurses to stream patients arriving into 

CED to the GP co-location service. 

nPEWS  – please see relevant guideline (CH CLIN C32/Aug 19/v003) – using 

this enable the nurse to categorise the patient depending on their nPEWs score.  

nPEWs 0-2 – Category 4 
 
nPEWS low – Category 3 

 
nPEWS medium - Category 2 
 
nPEWS High - Category 2 or 1 (consider resus) 
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CED Triage Tool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


