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Presenting Complaint - Abdominal Pain  

 

Patient presents with a GP Referral 
to Surgeons  

Patient to be sent directly to SAU  

Patient presents with definitive 
surgical pathology  

ED to confirm surgical pathology  
with  decision making ED Clinician 

(Consultant or Bleep Holder) 

Unwell patients likely to require 
urgent surgery should be discussed 
with the on-call surgical consultant 

Refer to SAU Coordinator and Patient 
to be sent to SAU.  

Patient presents with and unclear 
diagnosis thought to be Surgical  

Clinician to Clinician discussion  
08:00 – 24:00 the ED Consultant to on-call Surgical Consultant. 

24:00 – 08:00 the ED Middle Grade  to on-call Surgical Middle 
Grade. 

If  Patient requires CT and is not 
requiring Resus care Patient to go 

to SAU for CT 

If no Surgeon available in 60 mins 
and is not requiring Resus care, 

Patient to go to SAU 

Surgeon then to complete onward 
referral if found not to be a surgical 

pathology.  


